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Welcome to the October HE in FE briefing 
 
Our aim is to provide an informative term-time briefing for colleagues engaged in the 
management and delivery of higher education in further education colleges as well as other 
stakeholders. We also hope to draw your attention to sector events of national and local 
interest. 
 
We warmly welcome your contribution of any news or events for future issues – particularly 
regional events – which you wish to promote – or any examples of success or good practice 
you would like to share with others in our sector. 
 
Deadline for copy:  last Friday of month prior to the month of publication. We usually aim to 
circulate the briefing in the second week of the month. 
 
Please send details to: heinfe@heacademy.ac.uk 
 
Please post this briefing on your internal mail system for colleagues to share. 
 
Visit our HE in FE Web pages at: 
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/heinfe 
 
 
 
This month‟s briefing includes items on: 
 

 Business Ssecretary Vince Cable - Lib Dem conference speech - 22 September 2010; 

 University fees could rise „five fold‟; 

 Your views on our briefing – questionnaire attachment; 

 UK higher education statistics: 2008/2009; 

 Access to the professions - useful contact information; 

 Destinations of leavers from higher education institutions – 2008/09; 

 Research project: your input requested; 

 Action on Access HE data analysis service; 

 Widening participation strategic assessments: 2009-10: (Deadline 14 January 2011); 

 Recent HEFCE publications;  

 Recent QAA news items and publications; 

 Academy and national events of relevance to HE in FE. 
 

 
Business secretary Vince Cable - Lib Dem conference speech - 22 September 
2010  
Key points : 

 the “artificial” barriers between universities and further education should be swept away 
in a bid to a create a “revolution” in post-16 education and training; 

 challenged belief held by some that the only “gold-standard” institutions were those of 
the Russell Group rather than teaching-focused universities; 

 felt "the only way to maintain high quality higher education with less government money 
is for the graduate beneficiaries to make a bigger contribution from the extra earnings 
they enjoy later in life", but is "doing everything he can to ensure that graduate 
contributions are linked to earnings". 

mailto:heinfe@heacademy.ac.uk
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/heinfe


 
Read the speech in full: http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/sep/22/vince-cable-full-
speech 
 
THE article: „Talking about a revolution: Cable wants to tear down walls between higher and 
further education‟. 
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=413620&c=1 
 
 UCU response – „Cable wrong to say increased graduate contributions only way to fund UK 
universities‟. http://www.ucu.org.uk/index.cfm?articleid=5038 
 
 
University fees could rise „five fold‟ 
Students may have to pay five times the current degree course cost at England's top 
universities if the cap is removed on tuition fees, research by the Sutton Trust suggests.  
(BBC) 
Read the full article at:  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-11455394 
 

 
Your views on our monthly HE in FE E-Briefing 
 
For over five years, our monthly briefing has been circulated by email to subscribers in FE 
colleges, HEIs and other organisations in the UK;  its aim is to draw attention to news and 
events which may be of  use or interest  to colleagues in this sector, without commentary. It 
was originally targeted at HE co-ordinators and managers in FE colleges, but its readership 
has grown steadily and the number of recipients is now over 1000.  
 
The briefing‟s format has not changed since we put out the original back in 2005, and we are 
seeking improvements by reviewing its format and delivery methods to meet readers‟ current 
preferences, and to include more interaction with news updates on our web pages.  
 
We have attached a short questionnaire to this edition to sample views on its format and 
content, and we would be grateful if you could spend a few minutes to give us some 
feedback: Please return the form by 31 October to heinfe@heacademy.ac.uk 
 

UK higher education statistics: 2008/2009 
 
On 23 September 2010, the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) published its official 
overview of the UK‟s higher education sector in the 2008/09 academic year. 
The publication compares figures from 2008/09 to those produced for the 2004/05 academic 
year, and shows a clear picture of the growth of higher education in the UK over this period – 
in terms of both student and staff numbers and the income of UK higher education 
institutions - below is a short summary of change over the five year period. 
 
Students by level of study and domicile status: 

 there was a 7% growth in all students at HEIs, from 2,223,270 in 2004/05 to 2,396,055 in 
2008/09; 

 numbers of undergraduate students, in total, rose by 6% and postgraduate by 11%; 

 one of the most significant rises was in relation to non-UK domiciled students with a 22% 
rise at undergraduate level and 27% at postgraduate. 

 
Staff by activity: 

 the total number of staff employed at UK higher education institutions grew by 11%, from 
346,305 in 2004/05 to 382,760 in 2008/09; 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/sep/22/vince-cable-full-speech
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2010/sep/22/vince-cable-full-speech
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?sectioncode=26&storycode=413620&c=1
http://www.ucu.org.uk/index.cfm?articleid=5038
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-11455394
mailto:heinfe@heacademy.ac.uk


 academic staff numbers rose by 11%.Non-academic staff numbers rose by 10%. Within 
this total, both managerial, professional and technical staff (+17%) and clerical staff 
(+9%), showed significant increases, while manual staff numbers fell by 1%. 

 
Income and expenditure: 

 total income for the UK higher education sector rose from just over £18 billion in 2004/05, 
to over £25 billion in 2008/09; 

 expenditure saw an equally significant rise, from nearly £18 billion in 2004/05 to just 
under £25 billion in 2008/09.   

 
Full sets of figures for all the elements above can be found on the HESA website, at: 
www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php/content/view/1891/161/ 
 
The publication itself can be purchased from HESA: at: www.hesa.ac.uk/pubs 

 
 
Access to the professions - useful contact information 
 
As part of its work with employers to widen access to the professions for under-represented 
groups, the Department for Business Innovation and Skills (BIS) has produced a 
comprehensive list of over 60 professional bodies with links to their websites, containing 
information about the body, the benefits of joining, entry requirements and continuing 
professional development. 
 
The list can be found on the BIS website: 
at: www.bis.gov.uk/policies/higher-education/access-to-professions/professional-bodies 
 

 
Destinations of leavers from higher education institutions – 2008/09 
 
The Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA) recently published its annual volume of 
statistics detailing the destinations of higher education leavers in 2008/09. For this 
publication, graduates were asked what they were doing six months after graduation. For 
2008/09, 213,270 graduates responded compared to 213,270 in 2007/08. 
 
Compared to 2007/08, there are some key changes, including: 

 fewer graduates entered full-time paid employment in 2007/08 (71.4%), compared to 
77.4% in 2007/08; 

 more graduates entered part-time paid employment in 2008/09 (21.3%), compared to 
16.6% in 2007/08; 

 overall, fewer graduates entered „work only‟ in 2008/09 (61.3%), compared to 63.4% in 
2007/08; 

 more graduates entered „further study only‟ in 2008/09 (16.0%), compared to 14.5% in 
2007/08; 

 a higher proportion of leavers were assumed to be unemployed in 2008/09 (9.3%), 
compared to 8.1% in 2007/08 

 of those first degree graduates who entered further study (both „working with study‟ and 
„studying only‟) in 2008/09, more were studying for postgraduate qualifications, and fewer 
for professional qualifications (13.8%), compared to 17.2% in 2007/08. 

 
Further data can be found in the HESA press release: 
:   www.hesa.ac.uk/index.php/content/view/1843/161 
 
The publication itself can be purchased from HESA: 
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Research project: The contexts of cultural capital in collaborative working in UK 
further education – your input requested. 
  
Colleagues delivering HE in FE are invited to participate in a personal research study being 
carried out by Rob Baker, an HE Business and Administration tutor at West Nottinghamshire 
College in the East Midlands.  The aim of the research is to explore the relationship between 
lecturers‟ possession and deployment of forms of cultural and social capital and collaborative 
working cultures and practitioner engagement in cross-college working groups.  Knowledge 
of reasons why practitioners sign-up to, or resist collaborative working, is seen as important 
if professional practice is to gain from its many advantages. Moreover, innovative problem 
solving resulting from group working may well become increasingly important for the sector 
in the context of the expected public-sector cuts.  
  
In order to gain a national perspective, colleges wishing to participate can download the 
survey and complete it electronically at www.wnc.ac.uk/rb/sf18n.docm  
  

 
Action on Access HE data analysis service 

 
The Action on Access (AonA) data analysis service offers a bespoke HE data analysis utility 
to AimHigher and HEI widening participation practitioners. 
 
AonA have access to both the HESA and UCAS data sets at entrant/applicant level, as well 
the more generally available educational and socio-economic indicators from various 
government departments and agencies. 
 
If you have a data analysis request, email: data@actiononaccess.org 
 
Telephone: 01695 650 849 
Textphone: 01695 650 874 
Fax 01695 584 098  

 
Widening participation strategic assessments: 2009-10: (Deadline 14 January 2011) 
 
Submission of widening participation strategic assessment annual monitoring returns (EP 
05/2010) 
Reminder and information bulletin 
 
Guidance on completing the annual monitoring return process is available at: 
 http://www.offa.org.uk/publications/ 
  

 
Recent HEFCE news and publications  
 

HEFCE guide to the funding of universities and colleges 
 
HEFCE has recently published a guide describing the principles and methods that underpin 
its funding allocations to universities and colleges in England. The document provides 
detailed information on the full range of HEFCE‟s funding arrangements, including: 

 a description and explanation of the funding figures for 2010/11; 
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 a basic introduction to the ways funding is distributed with an accompanying rationale for 
the support given to teaching, research and related activities; 

 an overview of HEFCE‟s  approach to the sharing of money, including a description of the 
ways the teaching and research funds are calculated; 

 a full guide to HEFCE‟s funding methods, showing different funding streams and the 
methods and principles that underpin them. 

 
The guide also contains a „Glossary of Terms‟ and a selection of further reading. 
It can be found on the HEFCE website at: www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2010/10_24/ 
 
 
HE in FE – “Frequently asked questions” updated 
 
The recently updated FAQ page for HE in FE provides a helpful resource on matters of 
funding, policy and practice in administering and managing programmes. 
 
 http://www.hefce.ac.uk/faq/heinfec.htm 
 
Aaron Porter appointed observer to HEFCE Board 
For the first time the President of the National Union of Students will be an observer at 
HEFCE's Board meetings. 
  
: http://www.hefce.ac.uk/news/hefce/2010/porter.htm 
 
For all HEFCE news and publications go to www.hefce.ac.uk 

 
 
Recent QAA news items and publications 
 
QAA calls for views on new higher education review method 

 
QAA has launched an open consultation on a new method for reviewing higher education 
nstitutions in England and Northern Ireland. The method, to be called 'institutional review', 
aims to bring about real improvements in students' experiences, and will enable QAA to 
safeguard as effectively as possible the standards and quality of higher education. They 
want to hear from anyone with an interest in the quality of UK higher education. 
A series of round table events is scheduled for November 2010, aimed at higher education 
institutions and other key stakeholders.The consultation period closes on 26 November 
2010. 
 
For full information on the proposals, to view the consultation document, event dates, and to 
respond, please see www.qaa.ac.uk/reviewconsultation 

 
Universities challenged to treat students as equal partners 

QAA has published Rethinking the values of higher education - students as change agents? 
Outlining the approach taken by the University of Exeter, the paper argues that if students 
are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning they will be both better engaged 
and able to drive change in institutions. 
 
www.qaa.ac.uk/students/studentEngagement/studentschangeagents.asp 
Listen to the podcast: www.qaa.ac.uk/podcasts 
 
For all QAA news and publications go to www.qaa.ac.uk 
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Academy and national events of relevance to HE in FE  
 

Academy events 

 
Scholarly Activity workshops 
Following the success of our programme of workshops in the last academic year, we are 
currently planning a new series of events, continuing this important theme, to be held in FE 
colleges around the country. The next dates/venues are: 
 
19 November 2010       Newcastle College 
26 November 2010       Kingston (upon Thames) College 
15 December 2010       Coleg Llandrillo, Rhos-on-Sea , LL28 4HZL, Wales 
 
These workshops are one-day events designed with both a practitioner and manager focus 
to provide them with the knowledge, examples, resources and confidence to engage and/or 
manage a range of activities essential to developing a scholarly ethos in your college‟s HE 
programme. Early booking is essential 
Further details and bookings can be made through our events web page or email 
sara.bath@heacademy.ac.uk 
 
Creativity & Work conference 
12 November 2010: RIBA London 
 
The Creativity & Work conference is taking place on 12 November 2010. It is being 
organised by The Creative Interventions project team (University of the Arts London, Surrey 
University & the Arts University College at Bournemouth) in collaboration with the Art Design 
& Media subject centre.  
  
Themes are around investigating the relationship between creative arts education and work-
related learning. It is sponsored by the HEA funded NTFS Creative Interventions project.  
 Attendance is free. You can register at this address: 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/creativityandworkconference  
 

Other national events: 
 
NADP Autumn Conference, 'Transition: Supporting Disabled Learners into Placement 
and Work'  
12 November 2010: Birmingham. 
 
This conference programme will cover aspects of supporting disabled students both into HE 
and into the workplace including a presentation from Access to Work.  
Further information:  http://www.actiononaccess.org/?p=2_3_2&id=398 
 
Barriers to disabled students in science and engineering 
23 November 2010: London   
A one-day conference exploring the barriers to disabled students in the sciences. As well as 
hearing from a range of expert speakers, including Dr Helen May from the HEA, Dr Hilary 
Leevers from CaSE and Dr Chris Stonehouse, Vice-Principal of New College Worcester, you 
will also have the chance to participate in interactive workshops looking at topics relevant to 
disabled students in the sciences. Further details.  
 
To register your interest in attending this free one-day conference, please email 
diversity@iop.org 
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Annual Learning and Skills Research Network Conference:  
„Travelling together: Evidence for practice in the Learning and Skills sector‟ 
25 November 2010: Friends House, Euston Road, London 
Event details and booking 
 
 
EIAT 2nd HE and FE National Conference 2010: New Landscape New Business 
Partnerships 
9 December 2010: Leeds 
This conference focuses on new, emerging, innovative and flexible ways higher education 
and further education can work collaboratively with industry, business, public and private 
sectors. This conference will examine the impact of current public spending cuts and the 
economic recession, whilst responding to the need for planned growth, and the anticipated 
demand for employment and skills development. 
Further information and bookings 
 
Advising working people: Career progression through work-based HE 
14 December 2010: Birmingham 
A NIACE one-day training course focusing on meeting the needs of working people who 
want to take up work-based or work-related higher education opportunities. 
For more information and to book a place see the NIACE website 
 
Action on Access Annual Conference –  
16 December 2010: London. 
Please note the change in date for this conference; further details will be available shortly. 
Email: info@actiononaccess.org to register your interest in attending. 
 
Adult progression into part-time Higher Education: A reality check for new times 
26 Jan 2011 London 
Event Ref: C2008/0111 
NIACE Events Team Tel: 0116 204 2833. Email: events@niace.org.uk 
To book online, go to: NIACE website 
 
 

 
.  For full details of all Academy events:  :  
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events/current_events 
 
 
You can sign up to our RSS events feed  to receive automatic updates of new events 
 
 
About The Higher Education Academy 
 

Our mission is to support the sector in providing the best possible learning experience for all students. 
We provide national leadership in developing and disseminating evidence-informed practice about 
enhancing the student learning experience; operate as an independent broker, enabling expertise to 
be shared across institutions and subject areas; work at multiple levels, with individual academics, 
subject communities, departments, faculties and institutions; and work across the four nations, 
recognising the distinctive policy contexts and priorities of the devolved administrations but also 
providing opportunities to share expertise among them. 
The Higher Education Academy is an independent organisation funded by grants from the four UK 
higher education funding bodies, subscriptions from higher education institutions, and grant and 
contract income for specific initiatives. 
 
Sign up 

http://www.niace.org.uk/campaigns-events/events/evidence-for-practice
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/ourwork/universitiesandcolleges/alldisplay?type=events&newid=2010/externalevents/09_December_EIAT_HE_in_FE_event&site=york
http://www.niace.org.uk/campaigns-events/events/advising-he-working-people?utm_source=advisingHE+Link&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=August+Courses+Bulletin+to+members
mailto:info@actiononaccess.org
mailto:events@niace.org.uk
http://www.niace.org.uk/eml/register.aspx?event=C2008%2F0111
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events/current_events
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events/rss_events
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/events/rss_events


This briefing is circulated by email to around 1000 HE in FE managers, coordinators, lecturers and 
other interested stakeholders in the UK who have signed up to receive it. If you have colleagues who 
you think would be interested in receiving the briefing, please forward them the URL 
www.heacademy.ac.uk/heinfe 
 
Tell us what you want to hear about – or want to tell others about: We are keen to hear your views or 
news on HE in FE relevant topics. If you want to publicise an event, inform colleagues about 
interesting activities and achievements in your college or institution, please email us 
heinfe@heacademy.ac.uk 
 
Items were correct at the time of submission, but may be liable to change. Please check with the 
appropriate agencies before making arrangements. 
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